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Review

Overview of the Session
The session was a one-on-one engagement online. We discussed how the entire semester went- specifically the impact of COVID/distance education had on young students. Then, we discussed the next phase of the credential program in which I will move off into SPED 409 next semester.


Reaction

What do you feel went well during the year?  What caused you concern?
What went well throughout the semester was learning how to work the interface for the IEP meetings/paperwork. I felt that the lessons were stronger because the students were not mild/severe and there was more support as opposed to last year. 

The technology was not difficult for me at all. I felt like I thrived. But, I do wish I could have done more given the time investments, restrictions and limitations that I had to work around.

What caused me concern was the format proposed by the school as only small group setting, even though, a teacher went forward with a co-teach model online (and that worked very well) because I feel that co-teaching models benefit students with special needs far greater than an exclusive format (small group setting). 

What also caused me concern was several general education teachers were not invested in supplying any data of student learning/work samples- it felt like a chore to get them to give anything at all and it even took me having to communicate to the principal to intervene to gently remind the general education teachers to play a hand in helping with the IEP goals…. even just a little.

How do you feel your students reacted to the entire semester?
I felt for the most part the students were engaged with some exceptions here and there of student misbehavior online- but even my principal in her observation had stated that I have a strong grasp of classroom management online and that I am master of the technology.




Rethink

What would you do differently next time?
You know honestly- my advantage was the ‘head start’ I had going into the credential program with having teaching experience under my belt- in a world where we used an LMS to assist in running and managing a class. Without that experience- I strongly believe that things would had been far difficult than it was. We spoke of my take on the future with distance education…. And I said that I feel that distance education will be embedded more than before because districts have seen its positivity (and negativity), but more so the money invested into this.

So, I am not surprised by the impact technology has in education. For the longest (and overdue time) public education needs to be upgraded and get with the current times. The students we have are immersed in technology everyday and we are doing a disserve to them by giving them a watered-down integration of technology in some of these school districts.

For what it is worth- COVID had its negative impacts… but it also had its positive impacts. Once we finally return to a face-to-face classroom experience- I hope that districts integrate technology more… and run a classroom as a hybrid model with f2f and distance delivery as its engine. It has been shown to me that when you use technology as a main attraction- ALL students benefit through UDL, differentiated instruction and behavior is better managed.

Mary also spoke of the possibility to move off into tech related positions within a district- though I have my reservations about moving off (with another career change lol) into something else…. I am inclined to that idea as a possibility.

A big reason being is parents for the most part have shown to me to not be tech savvy, including some teachers. I would not mind helping parents and teachers with technology…. But I also feel that ULV should at least have one more technology course integrated into the credentialing program which explores how to teach online (run a LMS, manage classroom settings, and authoring original content) and perhaps assemble a digital library for not just credential candidates- but open to all parents/students as an information resource hub for operating technology within the special educational environment. If the University offers- I am more than happy to help with that.
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